2i8                          Hitler's Lackey
that the pronouncements of Hitler and Goering were no
longer communiques of the Government, but partial state-
ments by leaders of the National Socialist Party.
Only on the 2nd July, two days afterwards, did it leak
out that Papen had been able to save himself in the Reichs-
wehr building. Papen's house was surrounded by the
Gestapo and the Reichswehr Headquarters were picketed
by them.
During the course of the 30th June Hindenburg himself
had enquired after Papen and expressed his particular wish
that whatever the circumstances Papen's life must be
assured. On the basis of Hitler's and Goering's reports
regarding the plot which had threatened the continuity of
the State, Hindenburg had no option but to send a telegram
of congratulation to them on their successful protective
action. But at the same time he demanded that a guard
of honour was to be placed over Papen and was to be
responsible for the safety of his person.
If it was flight that had saved Papen in the first instance,
it was now, with greater force than ever, the interest of
Hindenburg that came to the rescue. It is true that the
old President was not able to prevent the murder or im-
prisonment of Papen's whole circle. Even the bulk of the
Herrenklub were arrested, and quite a number vanished
and were never seen again.
Papen announces his Resignation
On the 3rd July, three days after the blood bath, the
first great cabinet meeting of the Government took place.
Papen was not present at the beginning of the deliberations ;
he was still in the Reichswehr building, watched over by
his c guard of honour'. In the course of the cabinet discus-
sion the question was naturally raised as to what was to
happen to the Vice-Chancellor, who was still officially in
office.
Thereupon the Vice-Chancellor was brought on Hitler's
orders by car from the Reichswehr building to the Chan-
cellery. He was in safe custody, accompanied by three